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HAMILTON — As one of the few returning seniors on the roster for the Nottingham High boys basketball team, point guard Kendrick Williams knows his teammates are going to be looking to him for leadership in big games.

The two-sport standout rose to the occasion last night by delivering 27 points and leading the Northstars to a nail-biting, 75-72 overtime victory over East Brunswick in the opening round of the Northwest Classic, which it hosts.

The victory sends Nottingham to Tuesday’s 6 p.m. championship game versus North Brunswick, which defeated Hamilton, 55-47. The Hornets will play East Brunswick in Tuesday’s 4 p.m. consolation game at Nottingham High.

“I just want to be a leader out here and show the younger guys about hard work,” Williams said. “If they see me working hard, that will push them to work hard.”
The Bears controlled the start of the game, jumping out to a 5-0 lead behind field goals from Kevin McHenry and Kevin Johnson. They denied Nottingham’s backdoor offense, allowing them very little scoring options.

The Northstars got on the board when Kendrick Williams led Ty Williams for a 3-point field goal to make the score 5-3, but Johnson came right down and scored for the Bears, who came down answered Nottingham scores on three consecutive occasions.

“We had trouble executing tonight,” Northstars coach Mike Walsh said. “We can dribble, and we can shoot, but when we play teams who can take that away, we need to run our offense better.”

The first quarter concluded with the Bears up, 20-16, but Williams and Co. took control in the second period.

Kendrick Williams leaped to put back a Ty Williams shot to cut into the lead, then hit a 3-pointer to give the Northstars their first lead with 3:02 remaining.

After back-to-back East Brunswick baskets, Ty Williams split two defenders to score in transition, and on the very next play, Kendrick Williams intercepted a pass and found freshman Ronnie Paden on the run. Paden put in a very acrobatic layup to give Nottingham a four-point lead before Carl Thamore’s jump shot made the Northstars’ lead, 30-28, at the half.

“It took us time to get warmed up and play our game,” Kendrick Williams said.

Thamore (10 points) kept giving the Northstars trouble, continually pulling his team as close as two points. The third quarter concluded with Paden intercepting a pass and finding Kendrick Williams on the run for an easy layup and a 41-39 lead.

“We are feeling our way through a varsity game,” Walsh said. “We are not sure of ourselves and our ability, but we are improving.”

The fourth quarter was back- and-forth, high-intensity basketball. Nottingham built a four- point lead with a Kendrick Williams layup, but Johnson hit a clutch 3-pointer to trim the lead to a point.

Kevin Fitzpatrick, who came off the bench to score eight points, hit a pair of free throws to give the Northstars a 57-56 lead.

Jeff Dieudonne hit a baseline jumper to give Nottingham a 65-63 lead with 2:37 left in regulation. Even though Kendrick Williams hit a free throw to increase the lead to three, but East Brunswick’s Alec Mayo nailed a 3-pointer to tie the score with 42.5 seconds remaining. After turnovers from both teams, the game headed to overtime.

Mayo’s shot could have been a devastating blow to Nottingham since it had played two minutes of smothering defense prior to the game-tying shot.

“We played too hard to give up,” Kendrick Williams said. “We knew we had to leave everything on the court.”

The Northstars did just that. In the overtime, they took an early 67-66 lead on a Dieudonne free throw before Fitzpatrick took a charge to give Nottingham possession with 3:04 to play.

EAST BRUNSWICK (72)

Mayo 2-1-6, Schuld 2-1-5, Thamore 7-0-14, Tucci 4-0-10, McHenry 3-0-7, Krindalt 5-0-10, Johnson 5-4-16, Guzdak 2-0-4. Totals: 30-6-72.

NOTTINGHAM (76)

K.Williams 11-3-25, T.Williams 6-0-13, Dieudonne 2-7-11, Alston 2-2-6, Paden 6-0-13, Vital 0-0-0, Fitzpatrick 1-6-8. Totals: 28-18-76.

East Brunswick (0-2)      16 14 21 15  10 — 72

Nottingham (1-1)      20 8 21 17  6 — 76

3-point goals: EB-Johnson 2, Mayo, Tucci 2, McHenry; N-T.Williams, Paden.

